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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1836 edition. Excerpt: . wretched apostate from, Christianity. He knew that if the
church could be rilled with an ignorant ministry, religion would be exposed to general cootempt. Beside the
general arguments for a learned ministry, there are those which apply peculiarly to the present pc riod. On this
topic, 1 can throw out hints only, for the time will admit no more. There is an extensive and increasing diFusion
of knowledge in the community And the knowledge of the clergy must keep pace with it. It will be impossible,
otherwise, to secure general attention and respect, either to their persons, their oFice, or the religion they
preach. The other professions are filled with able and eFicient men. The community perceive and feel it. Have
they not a right to expect a correspondent ability in their religious guides? If the expectation be disappointed,
must not the eFects be disastrous? Our Sabbath schools demand a learned and instructive ministry. Thousands
of young minds arc expanding to receive the knowledge of God; are inquiring with unwonted eagerness, for the
truths of religion. What an invaluable season for pouring out, without loss, the richest treasures of divine
knowledge, which care and diligence may have accumulated! In this day of boasted light, the spirit of infidelity
is abroad. Its pretensions, its arguments, are false and hollow--yet frequently bold, artful, and plausible.
Ministers must meet it, and put it down. But to do this, they must be armed at all points. They...
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