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illustrated. 1820. Excerpt: . . . 209 MEDICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE. Gluten, an Antidote for
Corrosive Sublimate. --During the researches undertaken by Dr. Taddei on gluten, and on vvheaten flour, he
discovered that gluten had the property of acting on the oxide of mercury, and on corrosive sublimate. If it be
mixed with either of these substances, it immediately loses its viscidity, becomes hard, and is not at all liable to
putrefaction. Further, if flour be made into a paste with corrosive sublimate, it is impossible to separate the
gluten and starch in the usual way. This effect induced Dr. Taddei to suppose, that in cases of poisoning by
corrosive sublimate, wheaten flour and gluten would prove excellent antidotes to the poison. It was found by
experiment, that wheaten flour and gluten, reduced corrosive sublimate to the state of calomel; and, also, that
considerable quantities of a mixture of flour and gluten with corrosive sublimate, might be eaten by animals,
without producing injury; thus, fourteen grains of sublimate have been given in less than twelve hours to
rabbits and poultry, without injury, whereas a single grain was sufficient to produce death, when administered
alone. A grain of the sublimate, required from twenty to twentyfive grains of fresh gluten, to become innoxious;
when dry gluten was used, half this quantity was sufficient; but when wheaten flour was taken, from fifteen to
eighteen denari, (500 or 600 grains) were required. Dr. Taddei recommends, that dried gluten be kept in the
apothecaries shops, and...
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