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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Form-Factors in Coniferae During the last decades
the investigation of Gymnosperms, and more particularly that of Coniferous trees, has been concerned with the
detailed examination of reproductive processes and phases, as also of cytological phenomena, with a view to
determining affinities by the more obscure relations of the vestigial gametophytes and sexual organs. Anatomy
and timber-structure have been more intensively studied, - but the general external morphology remains very
much in the state it was left at the hands of an older generation. Much can, however, still be done in the
observation of the more striking characters as seen with the naked eye; there being many such features which
appeal to an observer in the open, though they may be less appreciated in the laboratory. Many of the older
generalizations, again, are capable of revision in the light of a broader modern outlook on the general
problems of ecology and biology of the vegetable kingdom as a whole. Such broader features of growth-form
cover a wide range of morphological adaptations as representing solutions of special biological problems, of a
significance quite as important in the everyday life of the organism as the more minute mechanism of cell-
anatomy, or of racial continuation, and may be equally archaic and vestigial in some respects, as presenting
the progression of a unique and disappearing race of tree-forms. Somatic Organization, including
specialization of the space-form of the plant, and its adaptation to subserve different functions, involves the
successful utilization of a few simple general factors of the relation of stem (axis) and leaf (appendage or
member ). This conventional standpoint is very generally accepted as a postulate for the study...
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