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more important than it was at forty. And I am out of touch with
my youth. The old life seems so cut off from the new, so alien
and so unreasonable, that at times I find it bordering upon the
incredible. The data have gone, the buildings and places. I
stopped dead the other afternoon in my walk across the moor,
where once the dismal outskirts of Swathinglea straggled
toward Leet, and asked, Was it here indeed that I crouched
among the weeds and refuse and broken crockery and loaded
my revolver ready for murder? Did ever such a thing happen in
my life? Was such a mood and thought and intention ever
possible to me? Rather, has not some queer nightmare spirit out
of dreamland slipped a pseudo-memory into the records of my
vanished life? There must be many alive still who have the same
perplexities. And I think too that those who are now growing up
to take our places in the great enterprise of mankind, will need
many such narratives...
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